Propofol and alfentanil anesthesia during one-lung ventilation.
A total intravenous anesthesia technique, using a combination of propofol, alfentanil, and ventilation with 100% oxygen, was studied in a group of 14 patients scheduled for a lobectomy or pneumonectomy. Alfentanil was given at a constant rate, and propofol was administered to adjust the depth of anesthesia. The technique provided an effective and easily controllable anesthetic. Systolic and diastolic blood pressures and pulse rates remained stable throughout the procedure, including during one-lung ventilation. After induction, the mean blood pressure decreased 25% for a short period of time. Blood gas values and oxygen saturation remained satisfactory during the entire procedure. Recovery characteristics were good. Calculations of the shunt fraction showed a smaller increase during one-lung ventilation than expected.